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WESTERN HEMISPHERE BRiEF 133-75.% ‘

HEXICO=. MEXICO IS GOING THROUGH ANOTHER PERIODIC SPURT OF
URBAN TERRORIST VIOLENCE FOCUSED 6N THE CAPITAL. OMN AUGUST 22 TY0
NAVAL GUARDS AND A POLICEMAN WERE SHOT TO DEATH DURING A FLAG-
LOWERING CEREMONY. EARLIER LAST WEEK GUNH;N BURST INTO A CAFIl IM
MEXICO CITY AND KILLED THREE UNIFORﬁED POLICEMEN AS WELL AS THREE
CiVILIANS AT ANOTHER TABLE WHO WERE APPARENTLY N;STAKEN FOR PLAIN
CLOTHES AGENTS.Y - , ‘

SO FAR THIS‘YEAR 31 POLICEMEN HAVE BEEN KILLED. POLICE HAVL
BLAMED MOST OF THE SLA#INGS ON THE 23RD OF SEPTEMBER COMMUNIST LEAGUE.
AN URBAN EXTREMIST GROUP THAT IN THE PAST HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR
NUMEROUS BANK ROBBESIES AND KIDNAPINGS. THE TERRORISTS ARE ZEROING
IN ON POLICEMEN:+PROBABLY TO GET THEIR WEAPONS. TO REVENGE DEATHS
OF FORMER MEMBERS AT THE HANDS OF POLICE. AND TO TRY TO FORCE RE-
PRESSIVE ACTION BY THE AUTHORITIES. %

FOLLOWING THE SHOOTINGS ON AUGUST 22 POLICE ANNOUNCED THE ARREST
OF 27 MEMBERS OF THE 23RD OF SEPTEMBER GROUP AND CLAIMED THAT THE
GROUP HAS BEEN VIRTUALLY IMMOBILIZED. PAST ROUND-UPS OF LARGE
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NUMBERS OF ITS MEMBERS HAVE FAILED TO HALT ITS ACTIVITIEEE‘," )

HOMEVERn AND THERE IS LITTLE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THIS UILL NOT
BE THE CASE AGAIN.Y

SECRETARY OF GOVERNMENT MOYA PALENCIA. WHILE CONCERNED AT
THE OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE AGAINST POLICE~ HAS NOTED THAT THESE
TERRORIST ACTS ARE MINOR WHEN COMPARED WITH THE MUCH BROADER SECURITY

THREATS THAT EXISTED THREE YEARS AGO- _
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